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1 Peter 2: 2-10 
“Called Out from a Worldly Identity to Our God-Given Identity” 
 

 
1. Who are the priests?  

 

With several terms, the early church Christians were called. They probably wondered, which one terms really 
described who they were. Seeking to know ones identity has been an ongoing search for mankind as long as 
the start of the story of man.  
 
Peter who writes letters them encouragement hints at the believers’ various identity terms: “to God’s elect, 
strangers in the world ... a chosen people, a holy nation, a people belonging to God.” These terms are sacred 
terms, and each full of meaning. Is that the way to talk about men and women who had lived in “corruption, 
lust, drunkenness, orgies, revelry and detestable idolatry”? Do such lofty terms really describe these people? 
Worst even, is that these people had no homes (were persecuted). 
 
Who are we? What are we? Some in history, who thought of themselves as wise, have said that humans are 
actually animals. Karl Marx said that man is an animal, a hungry animal. What fulfills him is. If he doesn't get 
enough to eat that’s trouble. If he gets food then there’s peace.   
 
To Charles Darwin man is a fighting animal. He must fight always and dominate; all others must become his 
objects and shower him with praise. Sigmund Freud likened man to a lusting animal. He must have freedom 
in sexual matters so that he can remain happy. Aristotle also said that man is an animal, whose greatest 
need is knowledge. Teach him the right and the wrong things and he can choose the right ones. He 
misbehaves because he doesn’t know any better.  
 
Jesus and his apostles, however, never looked within nature to define what a human being is. They were 
very certain about the enormity of man’s sinfulness. Paul to both Ephesians and Romans wrote that by 
nature we are all “dead in transgressions and sins” (Eph 2:1), “hostile to God” (Rom 8:7). Because of this 
condition it is necessary to be “born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable through the living and 
enduring Word of God” (1 Pe 1: 18-19). Our Lord said, “No one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is 
born of water and the Spirit” (Jn 3:5). Through the waters of Baptism, bound together with the Word of life, 
the Holy Spirit works saving faith in Jesus Christ and a person is truly reborn. We are born this way into a 
“royal priesthood.”   
 

2. What are the priests to do?  
 

While the major task of the Old Testament priests was to offer sacrifices to God, another kind of sacrifice is 
the responsibility of the new priests. Peter urges us to “declare the praises of him who called us out of 
darkness into his wonderful light.” 
 
The immediate sacrifice is one of “praise the fruit of lips that confess his name” (Heb 13:15). This obviously is 
our worship, especially with other Christians. “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit 
of doing” (Heb 10:25). It I celebrated or lived with others who are like us, others who are members with us 
of the “kingdom of priests.”  
 
We now are privileged by virtue of this priesthood, to worship God, to come to Him, and to represent Him in 
our meeting with those outside of the family. We know the family, its King, and the family’s legacy. We are 
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those, in our praise of Him, who uphold the legacy. Who is the King? God is. What is the legacy? The 
salvation of the lost ones and their bringing into eternal life with this King.  
 
That is worship, and that is the way we declare the praises of God who brought us to His light. We declare 
his praise when we “do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifice God is pleased” 
(Heb 13:16).  
 
What keeps us from doing good? There are many excuses but one especially – often not recognized – is just 
plain laziness. The ancients called it “sloth,” suggesting the three-toed creature that hangs by his claws for 
days without a care in the world. Our Lord and his disciples were anything but lazy, going “around, doing 
good” (Acts 10:38), so busy with ministering to the needs of others that “they did not even have a chance to 
eat” (Mk 6:31).  
 
In a parable closing the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus compares two builders. The wise builder built his house 
on a rock, and the house stood firm in a storm. The foolish man built his house on sand, and it fell with a 
great crash as the rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew (Mt 7:24-27). Let Jesus establish us 
on this basis, namely, that we are the ones whom he “called out of darkness into his wonderful light.” Let us 
recognize who we are now, in His presence. Walk in this light! Bear the legacy (of this light), and never push 
it into a hole.  
 
The Old Testament required that the priest should wear some very precious garments in order to distinguish 
them, their identity and work. We have this impressive description in Exodus 28, of what Aaron and his sons 
had to wear: breast piece, ephod, robe, a woven tunic, a turban, and a sash. They were colorful – gold, blue, 
purple, scarlet – and adorned with precious stones. God’s New Testament priests do not wear such 
garments.  
 
God dresses us now in the new nature that resembles His Son’s. He shares with us His heavenly meal and 
welcomes us unreservedly to it. With holiness He adorns us when He graciously takes away our garment of 
sin, “acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” Further, our vestments are the prayers we offer on behalf of 
others, the kindnesses, the cup of cold water, the hands that reach out to heal and help. That is how we live, 
as the royal priests of God, as we offer our sacrifices of praise and live in the sure hope of our inheritance 
that awaits all the “chosen people” who have been “called out of darkness into his marvelous light.” Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 


