
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
 Most of you are aware of the Lutheran Church in Southern Africa 
and its seminary, the Lutheran Theological Seminary in Pretoria, South 
Africa.  
 Our Lutheran Church Missouri Synod has a full altar/pulpit rela-
tionship with this church body, and has supported the seminary since its 
beginning through World Mission Funds, guest lecturers from both of our 
LCMS seminaries, as well as significant District, Congregational, and 
individual support.
 God has truly blessed this seminary, as you will read in the en-
closed letter from Dr. Wilhelm Weber, the president of the seminary, who 
also currently holds the title of Bishop of the Lutheran Church in South-
ern Africa.  Enclosed is also a letter from one of our students, Ashenafi 
Desta, from Ethiopia.  As you will read, the growth of this seminary is so 
significant that it has created an incredible opportunity for us to support 
and make a real difference not only in South Africa, but on the entire continent of Africa!  
 My wife, Danielle and I have been involved in business in South Africa since 1982.  During that 
time, I also served my term limits on the Rocky Mountain District Board of Directors, as well as on the 
LCEF Board.  Since we helped establish the new seminary campus in Pretoria in the year 2000, I have 
also served on the Seminary’s Board.

 We have always been involved in giving the seminary 
a hand through fundraising efforts in its support.  In con-
tinuing those efforts, we are bringing a special opportuni-
ty to our fellow Lutherans by creating an opportunity for 
Ashenafi to visit your congregation as an ambassador for 
the Seminary, telling its story, from a student’s perspective, 
and how we might help fulfill the Great Commission on a 
very effective level.
 I have found in my life, I must be very diligent in mea-
suring results in order to maximize the resources God has 
blessed me with and allowed me to use on His behalf to 
further His Kingdom. I feel the most effective way to spread 
God’s Word in Africa is by placing highly trained and edu-
cated national or local leaders back into the environment 
from which they came, as that bears the greatest fruit.  
Certainly, foreign missionaries are a good thing, projects 
in support of needs on the local level are appreciated, but 
nothing surpasses the effectiveness of leadership training 
and education of the national, dedicated Christian who re-
turns to his home.
 Ashenafi finishes his course work at the Seminary this 
November, and will receive a Bachelor’s Degree of The-
ology from the University of Pretoria, where our Seminary 
has full accreditation.  This accreditation speaks volumes 
for the quality of education the Seminary provides.  He is 
planning on studying at one of the LCMS seminaries the 

following fall to begin studies in order to receive his Masters of Divinity degree.  The time period be-
tween finishing his work in Pretoria, visiting his family in Ethiopia during Christmas and starting gradu-
ate classes, would give Ashenafi and as many congregations as possible the opportunity to meet and 
hear first hand about the seminary in Pretoria from Ashenafi who would come to the United States as        
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an ambassador for the seminary for those months prior to the beginning 
of his classes. 
 Danielle and I will organize and facilitate this opportunity, costing 
no District, congregation, individual, or any other institution any funds, so 
we can give your members a chance to hear first hand the opportunities 
God has placed before us with this seminary.
 Please take the time to read Bishop Weber’s letter, as well as 
Ashenafi’s letter to help you gain a fuller understanding of the challenge 
and opportunity God has provided for us.  
 Because church calendars and budgets are formulated before the 
end of the year, I wanted to share this with as many congregations, 
organizations, and individuals as possible as this project is being put 
together.  
    Danielle and I will be out of the country until the end of October.  November, December, and 
January, however, will be spent organizing a calendar of visits for those interested in having Ashenafi, 
and potentially other seminary leaders, present this incredible story.  Although Danielle and I will be in 
Europe, we return phone calls and emails on a daily basis should someone have questions or an inter-
est in scheduling a time and date before follow up information is provided after our return to the States.
 This project will have no administrative fees coming out of any support that is generated for the 
seminary.   Contrary to most philanthropic efforts, I can assure you if $1.00 is donated to the seminary, 
100 pennies will reach the shores of Africa!
 I hope each and every one of you reading this letter will prayerfully 
decide to welcome Ashenafi into your congregation and allow him to tell 
the story of how God is spreading confessional Lutheranism thoughout 
the continent of Africa by educating pastors at the Lutheran Theological 
Seminary in 
Pretoria.

Yours in Christ,
Michael and Danielle Grosse

on behalf of 
The Lutheran Church in Southern Africa and
The Lutheran Theological Seminary, Pretoria
PO Box 1177
Gunnison, CO  81230
email:  lts.grosse@gmail.com   or   intadvun@gunnison.com
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