
My Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

My name is Ashenafi Desta.  I was born on Feb 20, 1984 in a village called 
Homecho located in Hadiya zone, Gibe Woreda, Ethiopia. Homecho is a 
remote rural village 27 KM north of the zonal capital town Hosanna. The village 
is populated entirely by farmers with their large sized families and small plots 
of land. Banana, teff, maize, and wheat farming as well as coffee production 
are the major sources of income and livelihood.

My parents came from a family background of farmers. But as time went on 
and the rural market became a local town, my parents were also moved into 
running a local restaurant business. Both my father and mother never had the 
opportunity of modern education through schooling. Luckily I was born in the 
days when modern schools were spreading, and education was becoming 
accessible. A mission clinic also became operational in the area.

As a humble student, from an early age, I had great hopes and dreams to achieve good results and 
attend a university as a means for a better life.  It was not only my parent’s wish, but also my ambition 
that made me a hardworking and enquiring student.  

Besides schooling I had to help my parents after school and in the summer. Work and school domi-
nated my childhood. But at the age of 14 the whole family encountered a great sorrow as my mother 
passed away. She was sick for several months, and admitted to the hospital, but due to liver failure she 
could not make it. After the death of my mother, the whole family went through hard times. Life without 
her became almost impossible. Economic instability was one of the main factors. The hardships and 
struggle made us dependent on God. My mother was a devoted Christian. She was very friendly to the 
missionaries who often came to our village. She was the first to become Lutheran because of her good 
communication with the Lutheran missionaries.

After the death of my beloved mother I had frustration and anger which I could neither explain nor get 
rid of. I felt insecure with feelings of hopelessness. While I felt like that, I began to pray. This was the 
first time in my life that I personally got serious with the church as a child.

I went to high school in Hosanna where I was exposed to the life of the seminary. My elder brother who 
graduated from Mekan Yeses (The Ethiopian Lutheran Church) Seminary in Addis Ababa was already 
a teacher at the seminary. Having the opportunity to stay with him at the seminary exposed me to learn 
more about the church. I participated in daily devotions and Divine Services at the seminary in 
Hossaina. It was during this time while still in high school, that my interest grew high in learning God’s 
word.

After completing high school successfully, I joined one of the universities in Addis Ababa. I did an 
engineering course for a year. But it wasn’t what I wanted to study, and I left the university after a year.

On December 10th, 2009 I came to South Africa to join The Lutheran Theological Seminary in Tshwane 
(Pretoria). I was sponsored fully with school fees, food allowance, and accommodation. It had been 
in my prayers to join a Confessional Lutheran seminary. When I came to the LTS, it was like a dream 
coming true, as I was longing for the proper Lutheran doctrine. 

Life at the seminary was not easy as I was new in the country. A lot of things had to change. The 
language was one of the main problems, in addition to the cultural shock. Biblical languages, Greek 



and Hebrew are compulsory at the seminary, which was new for me. But by the help of God’s appointed 
servants at the seminary, I got over all those challenges. 

During this time at the LTS (Lutheran Theological Seminary in Tshwane) I came to learn so many 
things. Through the daily devotions and active participation with the Lutheran church in Arcadia (our 
campus church) as a seminary student, I was offered a new direction in my life. God’s will for me to be 
here was real. I was the first Ethiopian student who was from Mekan Yesus Church in the history of the 
LTS in Pretoria. I believe my coming to the seminary also helped as a link for both churches in Ethiopia 
and South Africa. The LTS not only sponsored me, but they also sponsored  three other Ethiopians who 
are currently studying at the seminary, Evangelist Mulatu Zeleka who was my youth pastor in my home 
church in Hossaina is in his second year at the university of Pretoria. Tariku Baku Lemma and Chernet 
Arficho attend as well. 

We are currently busy establishing a Mekan Yesus church in South Africa as a lot of Ethiopian migrants 
who are from the Mekan Yesus church are living here. All this progress wouldn’t have been possible if it 
wasn’t for the help of the LTS. Furthermore, back in Ethiopia, Mekan Yesus church recently announced 
the breakup of her relationship with the Liberal Lutheran Churches (ELCA), because of doctrinal dis-
agreement and joined the confessional Lutherans. 

Our studying theology here at the LTS helps churches both in Ethiopia and South Africa as they need 
trained ministers and pastors more than any other time. We are no longer in the medieval age, or mod-
ern, but in post modernity. The church needs to keep her teaching as sacred as it was from the begin-
ning. This is only possible when the ministers are well trained and equipped.

My academic performance so far is good. I completed the seminary courses successfully and then I 
was sent to the University of Pretoria because of good academic records and because the LTS has full 
accreditation with the university.  I successfully completed a Bachelor’s Degree from the University of 
Pretoria in 2014. I now believe I am in a position to help in any way I can to spread the gospel of Jesus 
Christ through Lutheran churches wherever I may go in the world.

What I have mentioned above wouldn’t have been possible if it wasn’t for the support of the Lutheran 
Churches in Southern Africa and the LTS. I am very thankful to those who supported me in everything. I 
have many reasons why I should thank the Lord because he sent his people to support me while I was 
student. 

You don’t know me, but you supported me for the sake of the kingdom 
of God. May the God Almighty who blessed you, with everything you 
have, keep it growing.

I have plans for the coming year. If it is God’s will I will be attending 
one of the Concordia seminaries in America to further my studies, in 
a Masters of Divinity program. I will appreciate it, if you can find it in 
your heart to let me come to your congregation as an ambassador 
for the Lutheran Theological Seminary in Pretoria to thank you, and 
tell you more about the great work that is being accomplished at this 
institution.

Yours in Christ,

Ashenafi Desta.

Pretoria.RSA.


