
2.Ki 25:8-12 (10SaT: 24.8.2014)  

Glorious things of you are spoken, Zion, city of our God; He whose word cannot be broken 

Formed you for his own abode. On the rock of Ages founded, what can shake your sure 

repose? With salvation’s walls surrounded, You may smile at all your foes. (LSB 648) 

Dear friends of our Lord Jesus Christ: A terrible calamity. Jerusalem is destroyed. The 

pagan commander and servant of the heathen King of Babylon has conquered Israel and 

ruined God’s holy city and thus shattered the very foundations of his dwelling place here on 

earth. The houses in the glorious city have been burnt to the ground, the king’s palace has 

been demolished and even God’s most holy temple has been razed into the dirt. The 

ancient walls have been broken down. The people are exposed, humiliated and shamed. 

Everybody of note has been captured and forced into exile. It’s only the very poorest of the 

poor, who are left to labour as vinedressers and workers in the fields.  

This traumatizing memory of how the military captain Nebuzaradan captured, razed and 

demolished the wonderful city of Zion and how the terrible Babylonians tortured and 

humiliated King Zedekiah of Israel, killed his sons before his eyes before blinding and 

chaining him like a slave and leading him into banishment with the best of Israel deported 

into shameful exile. What a catastrophe! The worst part of it, was that it was well deserved 

punishment for Israel’s ongoing idolatry, lack of faith and sinful life. God had enough and 

finally brought about this dreadful punishment over his elect and very own people. The 

great deluge, but also Sodom & Gomorrah are histories that remind us of God’s terrible 

punishments. It is as King David concludes: “It is terrible to fall into the hands of the living 

God.” Such penalties are not only meted out to God’s enemies, but even to God’s very own 

and member of his closest family. It is as the prophet Amos recalls: "You only have I 

chosen of all the families of the earth; therefore I will punish you for all your sins." (Amo 

3:2) That is is a very relevant warning and dire alarm bell not to take God’s judgement 

lightly nor to ignore his most holy will. God does not take sin lightly and does not ignore 

trespasses and violations of his institutions. Rather he jealously guards over them so that 

we would not try to sidestep even one of his rules and testaments. That’s what we learnt 

from Luther’s Small Catechism: “God threatens to punish all who break these 

commandments. Therefore we are to fear his wrath and not disobey these 

commandments.” (Kolb & Wengert 354). And our Lord Jesus Christ warns us: “Of him to 

whom much has been entrusted, much will be required!”  

This same Lord and saviour Jesus Christ visited Israel and entered Jerusalem, which had 

been restored to somewhat of its former glory in the later days. It was still very much 

God’s mission to put Israel on track and into a faithful mode of life  - trusting, loving and 

fearing him above all things, whilst going about their daily life of caring for each other and 

especially for those in need and want – like widows, orphans, the poor and the many ailing 



and ill. In this mission our Lord Jesus Christ compares himself with a hen urgently inviting 

its many chicks to find comforting safety and rest under its protective wings and watchful 

care. He points out that the new impressive buildings and structures in Jerusalem will not 

provide lasting sanctuary if the people will not repent and turn to the living God in living 

hope and faithful trust. Rather they too are in danger of being demolished and razed to the 

ground if they do not leave their godless ways and sinful lifestyle. Even the new holy 

temple had again degenerated into a den of robbers. It was no longer serving its purpose 

as place of faithful and godly worship, but rather was shamefully abused for crocked 

business and self-serving enrichment. Jesus warns that this sinful lifestyle was not going to 

last. God himself would surely step in – rather sooner than later - and put an end to this 

corruption and idolatrous practice.  

This serious admonition by our living Lord Jesus Christ is counter-balanced by his endearing 

invitation to come and taste his friendliness. He has got living water that quenches all thirst 

– and not just for a bit, but for good. He has bread that truly satisfies the hungry. He 

invites all people to come and taste it – for free. He continues to stretch out his inviting, 

healing and saving hands to the very end, when he is stretched out on the cross of 

Golgotha. There he offers his very own and self as a perfect sacrifice for the sins of all 

people, shedding his most precious blood as a propitiation for all our sins and giving up his 

very life as a ransom for us and our salvation. By his stripes and pains we have been 

restored. His wounds have granted us healing. His death is our source of life and the 

fountain of our redemption. There he grants forgiveness, life and eternal salvation to those, 

who will not be ashamed of him, but rather trust his good promises and rich testimonies. 

When at last he arose victoriously from the grave, he was the very first-born of the new 

creation in blessed righteousness and divine purity. Not just anybody from nowhere, but 

rather God’s most beloved son and blessed heir, who himself is the new temple of God in 

our midst – drawing us towards himself, incorporating us into the new spiritual building of 

God in this world – the one holy Christian Church – the living body of Christ – with 

sanctified limbs and parts. Nothing and nobody can sever them from their living head Jesus 

Christ, who has all authority in heaven and on earth and who lives and rules for us and our 

salvation. So that we would dwell in him enjoying everlasting peace and divine goodwill 

through the incorporation into him by his most blessed and effective baptismal reunion. So 

that finally, when we then come to die, we will eventually see the heavenly Jerusalem of 

which our Lord Jesus Christ is the very centre and pulsating heart together with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit – one God in eternity.  

Our God is the one, who tears down and builds up. He is the one, who is in control and the 

architect, builder and housekeeper of his holy temple, the Christian world and all the world. 

He has called us all to be living stones in it and members of his godly household – living in 

righteousness and purity according to his loving and gracious will now and forever. Amen. 


