
Sermon for Easter Sunday 

Collect Prayer of the day: Almighty God the Father, through Your only-begotten 

Son, Jesus Christ, You have overcome death and opened the gate of everlasting life 

to us. Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of our Lord's resurrection, may 

be raised from the death of sin by Your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ. our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

The Word of God for this Sermon is written in 1Cor 15, 19-28:  

If in this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 20 

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first-fruits of those who have 

fallen asleep. 21 For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the 

resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made 

alive. 23 But each in his own order: Christ the first-fruits, then at his coming those 

who belong to Christ. 24 Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God 

the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power. 25 For he must 

reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy to be 

destroyed is death. 27 For "God has put all things in subjection under his feet." But 

when it says, "all things are put in subjection," it is plain that he is excepted who put 

all things in subjection under him. 28 When all things are subjected to him, then the 

Son himself will also be subjected to him who put all things in subjection under him, 

that God may be all in all.  (ESV)  

Vote: Come Holy Spirit, open our ears, enlighten our minds and bless our hearts 

with Your holy Word. Amen. 

Dear Congregation of the risen Christ!   

On every funeral or in every Memorial Service it is custom, at least amongst the 

Lutheran Christians, to sing hymns of Easter. Whilst death is evidently screaming at 

us we dare to sing about Christ's resurrection.  

Dear members of Christ, we do this on the foundation of the Word of God, which He 



wrote down for us through His servant Paul, which we have just read. A Christian's 

death, someone who died while being in Christ, is a triumph over death! It is not 

what it seems. We have not lost another member to death. No. To all those who 

died in Christ, to them death has lost. They are safely in the Body of Christ! Satan 

cannot touch them any-more. They sleep in Christ. That is the great comfort Christ's 

resurrection gives concerning all our loved ones who are resting in Christ. 

Paul states the reason for this. Our faith is not a totally blind faith. Paul gives the 

reasons and even more reveals the structure of the resurrection of the dead. 

Let us first look at the reason: “But now Christ has been raised from the dead, 

the first fruits of those who are asleep.” Christ is the first one of those fallen 

asleep to go to the other side. This is: The resurrection of the dead has started! It 

has begun! The first One is alive already. Hence, we will follow. Our loved ones gone 

before us and us. Through Christ we will rise, on the Last Day, with a transformed 

body. Because we are united with Him, and He with us, through Word and 

Sacrament, we may look forward toward our own resurrection together with all other 

believers in Christ. The resurrection of Jesus Christ directly involves all of us! 

Let me try and explain it with a picture. I saw a documentary on penguins the other 

day. They like to swim under an ice cap for long periods of time, but they have 

breathing holes in the ice cap. Now sometimes these breathing holes are closed by 

snowstorms. So then they are basically captured underneath this icecap, but they 

need to surface to breath. So what they do then is that one of them punches the 

hole open with his beak. And once the one has managed to squash himself through 

the hole all the others can follow too.  

 Jesus is like that. He crushed through the icecap of death for us. Death has lost it's 

sovereignty on earth. It is cracking up. Now that He is through, He can and will pull 

us through, so that we can breath eternally. As we are united with Him, we will go 

where He is.   

But the resurrection of Christ not only involves us Christians. It has a much broader 

relevance. It really involves all people.  

Paul takes us one step deeper into the systematics of God when he explains this: 



Death entered the world through one man – Adam. Resurrection did also come 

through one man – Jesus Christ. “For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall 

all be made alive.”  

Adam has something to do with all of us. Because all humans of flesh and blood are 

sinful we all die. This includes us as Christians, because our old Adam clings to us till 

our death. We don't identify with our old flesh, but we still have it. So that is what 

our old Adam does here on earth according to Paul: It dies. That is the present 

tense. That is what currently happens with Adam. That is what we can feel and 

experience each day, especially as we get older.  

Now, just as certain all will be made alive, because of Christ. This includes everyone. 

No human being will stay in physical death. Just by the way: This is why physical 

death is no escape route from God. All will rise from the dead.  

That is: Christ's resurrection has universal significance! There is no-one who 

is not affected by it. 

However not for all is their resurrection comforting. Only for those who die in Christ. 

But here Paul mainly wants to comfort us and wants us to realise that it really is a 

major event in human history. It is no small thing.  

And on top of this Paul wants us to discover something else which is very important 

to keep in mind. Paul wants us to know the order God has given the whole 

endeavour of the resurrection of the dead.  

 It doesn't happen all of a sudden without prior notice. Like in all God's doings and 

works He clearly reveals what is going to happen and in what order.  

The resurrection of Jesus Christ does not imply that in Christ's kingdom everything 

from then onwards just happens enthusiastically and spontaneously without an 

underlying order. This is not what it means. The kingdom of God does not come one 

shot, totally out of the blue. It comes in stages. God doesn't want to confuse us. He 

ordered the changeover from the old to the new.  

This is in itself evidence of the truth of the resurrection of Christ, because who 

would bother to order something that does not exist? Dreams and lofty ideas don't 

have an order. Order is only necessary where real things are happening.  



And this is the order: First Christ rises, which has happened, then at His coming 

those who belong to Christ and then the end. Three steps and we Christians are 

next in line. Jesus cares for us first. Then the end. What will happen in the end? 

Paul states clearly: In the end Jesus will hand over His kingdom to God the Father 

after destroying every rule and every authority and power. All those, who are not in 

Christ, will be part of the destruction.  

Dear congregation: Jesus is in control. He must reign until He has put all enemies 

under his feet. The resurrection of Jesus Christ is a huge work of God with growing 

consequences and influences which eventually builds up to an astounding crescendo. 

It ends with an all out victory when all enemies of Christ will be destroyed.  Christ 

will hand His kingdom over to His Father. Then He will have accomplished His 

mission.  

So according to God's plan, we are between the first and the second step of the 

order of resurrection today. We are not in the glory part yet. This is important to 

note against all enthusiasts and gnostic, who state that the Christians should be 

living in glory just as their Lord. They don't recognise the order of God. They don't 

see that there is a time difference between Christ's resurrection and our 

resurrection. Christ is already living in glory, but we as Christians are still under the 

Cross while still on this earth. This doesn't imply that we are not Christians. Just 

because we are still carrying our crosses it also doesn't mean that Christ's 

resurrection is in no way affecting us or that we don't have enough faith. Those are 

all wrong assumptions.  

Whoever thinks that he or she should be living in glory and utter success now 

already does not know about God's order. That is the clear message Paul gives us. 

But now we know it and God's work is continuously advancing, although we don't 

see it happening. This is also highlighted by the verse: “The last enemy to be 

destroyed is death” says the translation. The verse is a bit difficult to translate, 

because the verb is in the present tense. We may translate: The last enemy being 

destroyed is death. The destruction of death is currently happening. It is not 

completed yet, but it is ongoing. 



Therefore, every Christian who dies in Christ is a victory for Christ. The power of 

eternal death is pushed back more and more. Every Christian who dies in faith is a 

witness that God's victory is advancing. Our Church graveyard is thus not a display 

of failures, but of the advancing victory of our glorious Lord. Hence resurrection 

hymns are so very appropriate to be sung at the graves of Christians.  

Dear congregation: We really have something to tell the world around us. We know 

something which many people need to know. And it is exceptional good news. It is 

comforting news. We have a message of intense hope to give to a dying world. It is 

a concrete, solid, certain message, which already started to be fulfilled and is 

constantly advancing according to the order God has set. As baptised and believing 

Christian you participate in the promise of God.  

In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In His great 

mercy He has given us new birth into a living hope through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.  Amen. (1Peter 1,3). 

Kurt Schnackenberg LC Shelly Beach, KZN 


