
Sermon for Good Friday on Isaiah 52,13-53,12 

Let us pray: Almighty God, graciously behold this Your family for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing 

to be betrayed and delivered into the hands of sinful men to suffer death upon the cross; through the 

same Jesus Christ, Your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. (Pastoral Care Companion LSB 553)  

Dear friends of our Lord and saviour Jesus Christ: This Good Friday the Church commemorates that dark 

and gloomy Friday, when the sun darkened its face so that it would not witness the shameful suffering 

and painful death of our Lord Jesus Christ. It’s that one day in the Church year, where we don’t have any 

liturgical colours and no liturgy either. There are no flowers on the altar. After the gospel reading even 

the candles were extinguished. The organ does not play and even the songs are heavy and dark. 

Everything is subdued, sombre and very serious. It’s like a funeral really. Quite rightly so, because on this 

very good Friday history and human destiny came to a critical juncture. All the world was holding its 

breath, while good and evil fought it out. The son of God – Jesus Christ – was facing the horrors of our 

sinful past. Every one doubted him. Nobody stood by him – this suffering servant of the Lord. Even his 

closes disciples and followers left him, betrayed and denied him. He was rejected by the high and mighty 

– and his claim to be the Messiah, the long-awaited Son of God and saviour of the world was disqualified 

as blasphemy and blatant arrogance and sacrilege by those theologians and church officials, who should 

have known better. However they were all against him and they even convinced those masses, who had 

still cheered him a few days ago with loud “Hosannas” to now bay for his blood: “Crucify him, crucify 

him” while demanding the release of the murderer Barabbas in his stead. This was the essence of the 

story: The godly servant Jesus Christ given over into death for our transgressions and iniquities. He 

suffers for the ungodly sinners and enemies of the truth – to set us free and release us from the power 

of sin, death and devil. Misunderstood and therefore persecuted, bound, harassed, tortured, falsely 

accused and wrongfully sentenced to punishment, crucifixion and death Jesus suffered this injustice 

patiently and with sacramental forbearance (i.e. not just as an example, but rather effectively for us). All 

alone he faced up to our demons and all devils and hellish fiends. Although all hell broke loose and they 

made the most ferocious noise with their blood curdling battle cries – Jesus Christ our Lord did not 

waver, falter or fail. In his most frail humanity – naked, afflicted, bruised and martyred – he stood up 

against the terrors of our sins and iniquities, he bared his back for all our transgressions and offered his 

face for all wrongs, vices and wickedness: But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for 

our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed. We 

all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the LORD has laid on him the 

iniquity of us all – and he was victorious.  

Jesus finally overcame. He conquered. He vanquished sin, death and devil. There on the cross of 

Golgotha – outside the city gates – outcast, despised, rejected and all on his own he pulled of that one 

blessed and glorious victory, that really counts and made up for us and our past, present and future. He 

did it all. Shed his blood, absorbing all ridicule and slander, all insult and rejection while praying for his 

enemies, helping, forgiving and healing sinners and transgressors to the bitter end and paving their final 

way into paradise by giving his word and very life for us and our salvation. He voluntarily, willingly and 

without any indignation, rebellion or sinful objection against the holy will of his heavenly Father offered 



his most precious and divine body that was born of his mother, the virgin Mary as an all-sufficient and 

totally adequate ransom for all mankind, thus fulfilling the will of the Father until the very end and to 

the very last and minute detail. Nothing and nobody was left out until it was all truly done and finished 

for good – just as the Father had destined in his omniscient wisdom and goodness together in perfect 

harmony with the Son and in absolute accordance and agreement with the Holy Spirit from the very first 

beginnings of history and our human story. Jesus suffering, crucifixion, death and burial bear the divine 

seal: Completely satisfactorily, absolutely perfect! Nothing was left outstanding or to chance. Nothing 

was still to be improved or amended later. All was done and completed as required and determined by 

the most holy and divine will and judgment. There outside Jerusalem the fate of all humanity and the 

entire world was decided once and for all by the all-availing, most sufficient and effective vicarious 

sacrifice of our Lord Jesus Christ – the lamb of God, that bears the sins of the world. But he was pierced 

for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on 

him, and by his wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our 

own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all… He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did 

not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, 

so he did not open his mouth.  By oppression and judgment he was taken away… For he was cut off from 

the land of the living; for the transgression of my people he was punished.  He was assigned a grave with 

the wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his 

mouth.  Yet it was the LORD's will to crush him and cause him to suffer.  

Here sin, death and devil were conquered, bound and made ineffective once and for all time and all 

humanity. They are no longer masters of our life. They are rather like a toothless lion or a harmless 

potion. Their roar is worse than their bite. Their poison can no longer harm us. For Jesus triumphed over 

them and all that. He did that for us and for our eternal salvation.  He suffered death that we would live.  

There is no evil left that can ever keep us from our salvation and heavenly inheritance. There is nothing 

bad or harmful left over that can separate us from the deep and lasting love of God in Jesus Christ 

anymore. Nobody can tear us from the caring hands of our Lord and saviour that hold us with grace, 

mercy and peace now and forever. Rather the almighty and most loving God carries and bears us home 

all the way – safe and sound. For he is the one, who has paid and made up for our salvation – not with 

gold or silver, but with his own most precious blood, which he shed on the cross for us and also by his 

utter innocent death through which he made up for our sinful being and wrongdoing. He drank and 

emptied the entire cup of bitter wrath so that we would enjoy the cup of salvation which dispenses 

forgiveness of sin and life everlasting. What a wonderful and most glorious exchange he worked for us 

and all people – big and small! For he absorbed, bore and vanquished all the vicious, terrible and 

bloodthirsty violence, evil and murder and instead he gave us, who were his enemies, opponents and 

murderers beforehand forgiveness, divine justification and his very own and most precious 

righteousness – so that we would be justified by godly judgement for the wrath of the eternal God and 

heavenly Judge are soothed, his righteousness is satisfied and he has received sufficient ransom for all 

wrong done. Jesus Christ – the Lamb of God – has overcome, triumphed and prevailed. To him be all the 

glory now and forever. For he has made this a truly Good Friday. Amen.  
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