
Friday in the Week of Lent I                                             14 March 2014 
LTS Chapel                                                                           Tshwane (Pretoria) South Africa 
 
Preaching Text: Matthew 12:38-42 
Psalm: Ps. 50:1-15 
Hymn: “Christ, the Life of All the Living”-420 LSB 
 
Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, You have given great and precious promises to those who believe. By your 
Word and Spirit drive from our sinful hearts the doubt that would set your truth aside in the lust to have 
signs and wonders which You have not given. Have mercy upon us and grant unto us all the gift of 
contentment in the sure and certain promises which You have won for us by Your bitter passion, Your 
holy death, and Your victorious resurrection. Amen. 
 
Dear Hearers of the Word of God! 
 
Why is there such a fascination with signs? Whether in the urban churches of North America or the bush 
of South Africa, people are looking for “signs” which they believe are necessary to confirm the truth 
claim of any and all religions. Pentecostal sects draw large crowds because they exhibit manifestations 
of power in healings and promise all sorts of success in life to their adherents. We have not moved 
beyond the conditions under write Paul wrote to the troubled congregation in Corinth so many years 
ago when he said “For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, a 
stumbling block to the Jews and folly to the Gentiles.” 
 
Signs are so attractive precisely because they are visible. We operate with the assumption that the 
sense of sight is the most reliable form of apprehension, of grasping something.  In one of the last 
sermons preached before his death, Martin Luther said that we are living both in the kingdom of the eye 
and the kingdom of the ear. To live in this world is to live in the kingdom of the eye where we walk by 
what we see. We discern or judge with our eyes. But to live in the kingdom of Christ Jesus is to live in the 
kingdom not of the eye but of the ear. In Christ’s kingdom we walk not by sight but by faith which comes 
from hearing His words which are spirit and life.  
 
Jesus does perform miracles. He heals the sick and makes the lame to walk. He touches blind eyes and 
causes them to see light and beauty, depth and form. He unplugs ears that are deaf so they hear the 
sounds of music and the voices of loved ones. He releases those tormented by demons by His 
authoritative voice. He raises the dead and gives them back to their families. We hear of these things 
throughout the Gospels. But Jesus’ miracles are accompanied by His preaching. The signs or miracles 
that Jesus performs are authentic for He is the Son of Man who has authority on earth to forgive sins. 
Jesus’ signs all point to the ultimate sign.  
 
Jesus says to an adulterous and evil generation that finally no other sign will be given than this sign, the 
sign of Jonah.  Just as the Prophet Jonah was swallowed up by the great fish and spent three days and 
nights in its slimy stomach so the Lord Jesus Christ will be crucified, dead, and buried and on the third 
day rise again.  
 
The words which the Lord speaks to a generation that seeks some other sign are strong. He calls those 
who hear Him on His Lenten road to Jerusalem an “adulterous and evil generation” so crooked and bent 
in the idolatry of unbelief that even the wicked men of Nineveh to whom the Prophet Jonah preached 
repentance will rise up to condemn it. When Jonah preached to them they repented but now the One 



who is greater than Jonah, the very Son of God is in their midst and they will not receive Him. The Queen 
of the South came to hear the wise words of Solomon, but the One greater than Solomon is here. 
Solomon’s greater Son speaks the divine wisdom of redemption for He is the Son of Man who came not 
to be served but to serve and give His life as a ransom for many, yet His own people reject Him and 
instead ask for a “sign.” 
 
Are you any different? Will the men of Nineveh rise up to condemn you? Are you seeking some other 
sign than the only sign which will be given- the death of Jesus Christ on the cross of Calvary for your sins 
and His resurrection on the third day for your justification?  Jesus warns you that in these last days  
there will be false christs and false prophets who will deceive and lead astray. Listen to His words in 
Matthew 24:24 “For false christs and false prophets will arise and perform great signs and wonders to 
lead stray, if possible, even the elect.” Jesus says do not listen to them, do not follow them.  They preach 
another gospel, a false gospel that does not lead people to the cross but away from it. The end of such 
preaching as attractive as it might appear is destruction. Satan, the Scriptures tell us, can disguise 
himself as an angel of light. Just as he deceived our first parents at the beginning of human history by 
seducing them with the sight of the fruit of which the Lord God said “You shall not eat of it lest you die,” 
so he would bait you with displays of power and awe-inspiring signs. Close your eyes to all of that. Be 
determined like the Apostle to know nothing but Christ and Him crucified for in Him you have the 
wisdom and power of God – redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of your sins and eternal life. 
You have the one sign that matters. You have the sign of Jonah. You have Jesus Christ crucified and 
raised from the dead. You have the word of the cross. Listen to it and live in the confidence and peace 
which it gives. Amen. 
 
Prof. John T. Pless 
 
 
 
 


