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SERMON FOR REFORMATION SUNDAY (21ST
 OCT. 2013) 

Collect prayer of the day:  Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your faithful 

people. Keep us steadfast in Your grace and truth, protect and deliver us in times of temptation, 

defend us against all enemies, and grant to Your Church Your saving peace; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one god, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Greeting: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen.   

The Word of God for this Sermon is written in Isaiah 62, 6-7.10-12: 

ESV 6 On your walls, O Jerusalem, I have set watchmen; all the day and all the night they shall never 

be silent. You who put the LORD in remembrance, take no rest, 

 7 and give him no rest until he establishes Jerusalem and makes it a praise in the earth. ... 

  ... 10 Go through, go through the gates; prepare the way for the people; build up, build up the 

highway; clear it of stones; lift up a signal over the peoples. 

 11 Behold, the LORD has proclaimed to the end of the earth: Say to the daughter of Zion, "Behold, 

your salvation comes; behold, his reward is with him, and his recompense before him." 

 12 And they shall be called The Holy People, The Redeemed of the LORD; and you shall be called 

Sought Out, A City Not Forsaken. 

Prayer: Come Holy Spirit, open our ears, enlighten our minds and renew our hearts with Your gifts. 

Amen. 

Dear Congregation in Christ! 

 Are you certain that you are saved and will spend the rest of 

your life with God? How can we be certain to pass through the final judgement on judgement day? On 

what can we rely when it comes to this last day, when the old earth will be destroyed? These and 

similar questions, which are fundamental to us, which rock our foundations, are similar to what Martin 

Luther was asking himself while he was an Augustinian monk. 

 Today, on Reformation Sunday, we want to show our 

gratitude towards God that He purified His Word in His Church and through Luther gave us a clear 

answer on our most fundamental questions. 

 Most of us will know, that God opened Luther's mind to 
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understand and see that we are saved by grace alone, not by doing the works of the law. Luther was 

led by the Holy Spirit through the written Word of God to trust in the true salvation of God alone. He 

understood, for the first time in his life, what the true meaning of the “righteousness of God” really 

meant.  

 Luther understood it in such a way that the righteousness 

belongs to God. Let me explain. If I say “the car of Peter” I am saying this car belongs to Peter. It is 

his not yours or anybody else's. So, Luther initially thought that “the righteousness of God” meant: the 

righteousness that belongs to God. If we look at what Jesus did while He was on earth, we can say: 

God sent His Son. His Son lived and did only good deeds. He died although He Himself was totally 

sinless. Jesus was righteous and God is righteous.  

 But what about us? If the term “righteousness of God” only 

tells us how righteous God is, and how righteous Jesus is, what does that help us? If it would have 

meant only this, it would have been no good news for us. To the contrary, it would have meant that 

God, being righteous, would have to punish the sinners. Now how can that be of any good news, for 

us?  

 The Holy Spirit led Luther to the right understanding. This 

correct understanding is very much spelled out in our sermon word for today:  

11”Behold, the LORD has proclaimed to the end of the earth: Say to the daughter of Zion, 

'Behold, your salvation comes; behold, His reward is with Him, and His recompense before 

Him.' 12 And they shall be called The Holy People, The Redeemed of the LORD; and you 

shall be called Sought Out, A City Not Forsaken.” 

 Dear congregation, your salvation comes to you. Do you hear 

that, it is yours! You cannot climb the ladder into heaven yourself. You cannot transform yourself into 

a believer! Heaven comes to you. How does it come? He, the head of God's Kingdom, Jesus Christ, 

has His reward with Him. His righteousness, the reward He has earned for doing God's will is with 

Him.  

 And God is not a stingy God. That is Satan's lie which he 

deceives us with, since the Fall. God doesn't keep the best for Himself. This is the crucial thing about 

Jesus Christ. As living Lord He gives what He has earned through His death on the Cross to you. His 

salvation becomes your salvation. His righteousness makes you righteous, without any merit or 

worthiness on your side.  

 Thus if we read “God's righteousness”, we have to 

understand it from a New Testament perspective as the righteousness God wants to give to you and 
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me. That is God's Grace. He is the Giver of all good in your live. He wants to open your ears and 

enlighten your heart through telling you the story of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. This story is a valid 

declaration of God's love to you. His forgiving love empowers us to forgive and love those who 

trespassed against us. In Christ His holiness is our holiness. His life is our life. What more can you ask 

for? Where else do you find such a Lord, who doesn't first and foremost lord it over us, but serves us! 

 That is why we need God's Divine Service first before we can 

worship Him. We worship Him in great gratitude because we don't have to fear judgement day any 

more. As we see the signs of the times in nature and in the world we know that the end may well be 

very near. But we don't need to be afraid when we are found in the gifts of God. Our salvation is 

certain as long as we base it on Jesus' work and word alone. He cannot fail. He doesn't lie. 

 Using the means of the old creation, words, water, wine and 

bread He applies His promises to us. That is what you receive here every Sunday. We have to be 

reminded of this fact over and over again. It is good to get a deeper insight into the things God gives 

us so generously, so that our thankfulness and appreciation towards God will grow.  As we learn more 

and more about His enormous gift, we will discover the vast consequences for our lives.  

 For instance: How can we withhold the gift of God, His 

forgiving love, from someone who has sinned against us? If we remember, that being a citizen in the 

kingdom of God, is only as a result of His forgiveness towards us, where is our moral high ground not 

to forgive our nearest brother and sister?  

 The fact that we are in Jesus Christ only because of His gift 

disqualifies all pride and boasting on our side. We are all beggars before God. We all need to receive, 

like babies, what our Father gives us.  

 At the same time, because of His gift, we are chosen, 

redeemed, holy and saved. On the one hand our old life is condemned. On the other hand we receive 

a new life, a new beginning. This fact humbles us. We start to see our brothers and sisters in Christ 

with new eyes. We see them as Christ sees them, as sinners who have received Grace upon Grace. 

They are called "Holy people" "the Redeemed of the Lord"! You also, you belong to the "Holy people" 

to the "Redeemed of the Lord" together with them!  

 All of this is the result of God's righteousness, the 

righteousness He gives to us. This vital life-giving word we need to hear over and over again so that 

we will remember God's mercy towards us. Our old Adam, the world and Satan are constantly trying 

to nullify these pure gifts of God into requirements which we have to accomplish before God will have 

mercy on us. Thank the Lord that He watches over us, that He has always set up watchmen who 
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remind us of the LORD's Service for us and to us. He has not forsaken us! Amen. 

 “Praise be to You, the God and Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, Who has blessed us in Your Son Jesus Christ with every spiritual blessing in 

the heavenly places”. Amen. 

 Rev. Kurt Schnackenberg, Shelly Beach KZN 


