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18th October 2013 

Dear friends of the Lutheran Theological Seminary in Tshwane: Peace be with you from our Lord 

and saviour Jesus Christ +  We are now in the second last week of our 4th Quarter of this academic 

year 2013 at LTS. Thanks be to the triune God for all the positive stories of this year. With austere 

measures and thanks to gracious support from you as faithful friends of our Seminary the regular 

business could go on for more than 20 full-time students living at LTS plus another 20 who visited 

for advanced courses in both pastoral and diaconal studies.  

We are overjoyed with the progress our students are making at the University of Pretoria as it 

reflects positively on the foundations laid at the LTS in years back. This year three of our post-

graduate students completed their studies at Masters level here at Tukkies: Rev. Mbongeni 

Nkambule (LCSA), Mr. Abia Anibati (S.Sudan) and Mr. Eric Gbotoe (Liberia), while two more from 

Uganda – Mr. Enoch Macben and Frank Kainerugaba - are right now awaiting the evaluations of 

their magisterial dissertations in the department of New Testament and Missions respectively.  This 

alone would be reason enough to celebrate and rejoice, but there is still more good news and that 

is the successful promotions of our two brothers Rev. P.R. Ntsimane (KZN) and Rev. E.S. Sithole 

(CTS Ft.Wayne) with PhD’s in Church History and Missions respectively. We laud and sing grateful 

praises to him from whom all good and salutary things come – our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Mr. Ashenafi Desta Gonemo was our only student enrolled at bachelor level at UP this year. He is 

getting along nicely and is hopefully going to conclude his bachelor next year. We are positive that 

he is going to be joined by at least 3 more students starting next year: Mr. Mulato Zeleke (Ethiopia), 

Rev Riri Rasolonjanahary (Madagascar) and Mr. Katlego Monyipao (South Africa). This is over and 

above those students, who are not quite up to the university graduate benchmarks, but who are 

also very eager to study theology to become Lutheran pastors. We have 8 new applications only 

from Zambia, while even more want to come from further afield like Mr. John Magala from Congo, 

who’s joining us with his family next year. Although this is very encouraging on the one side, you 

know that this is very challenging too. Especially if we consider the financial aspects of this. The 

university registration for one student in the graduate course is R52k ($5k) p.a. The good news is 

that if we teach these graduate subjects, the Seminary is reimbursed with this sum.  



 

To support the present number of 20+ students we urgently need your financial assistance. And if 

we are to take in new students we need even more help and support. Obviously this is not just a 

short term project, but takes time – even years. Your financial support enables the Seminary to 

provide student scholarships for the most suitable candidates. Our Seminary is making a serious 

effort to raise financial backing from the local churches so that the logistical issues like visa, study 

permits, medical aid, regular meals, accommodation, tuition, books and stationary do not prevent 

suitable students from not being able to study Lutheran theology. It costs about 4, 000 US$ to 

support one student for an academic year at LTS. It has been our long-term goal to admit at least 

10 new candidates for our pastoral and diaconal programs every year. That is over and beyond 

sustaining those students already enrolled until they have successfully graduated – or even 

attained their post-graduate degrees.  

To provide the optimal programs for our students in Lutheran theology and diaconal studies we 

need to continue to have excellent theological teachers besides sufficient administrative back-up to 

manage daily business. Excellent service comes at a cost. We have to remunerate qualified staff 

even as we try to offload significant workloads onto volunteers. On the long-run the quality and 

durability of our teachers will determine the viability of our institution. So please help us to address 

this crucial issue of sustaining our staff and personnel effectively.  

Added to the considerable costs incurred by students and staff we also need to address the 

upkeep of our expanding facility. Thanks to Mr. Hans Straeuli this is moving forward at a continual 

pace addressing the most urgent needs. Hopefully we will be able to do some significant 

renovations to the main student houses (Luther, Mdluli and Schulz Houses) in the coming year 

2014. We are grateful that the Youth of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church have agreed to donate the 

proceeds of the concert tour to this upgrade and renovation.  

Your support in the past encourages me to look at these various financial challenges confidently. I 

am convinced that our Seminary has a vital role to play in the formation of Lutheran pastors and 

diaconal workers in Africa. Quality education remains a big concern – and from a confessional 

point of view this holds true especially for the rapidly growing Church, where faithful teaching and 

learning of “all he has entrusted to us” remains pivotal. May the good Lord have mercy on us all +  

In His service  

 

 

Wilhelm Weber 

Bishop +  


