
Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 

But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in 
and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are 

good, your whole body will be full of light. But if your eyes are bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the 
light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness! (Mat 6:19-23 NIV) 

Dear friends of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
Our Lord Jesus Christ wants us to put first things first, treasure what truly lasts and put our hope 

and faith in that, which last longer than just a few hours, days or even years. He’s talking about 
things that last, eternal values and heavenly treasures that stay forever. He’s all for building your 

house on rock and not just on sinking sand. That’s because our Lord wants us to have more than 
just a passing fancy or temporary joy. In the end he does not want us to stand disappointed or 

ashamed, because we backed the wrong horse and put our money and hope onto a loosing or even 
lost cause. He wants us to be victorious, true winners and triumphant without end. Therefore he 

encourages us so seriously to look to him for guidance as he is the one, who is the same yesterday, 
today and tomorrow. He knows everything, he owns all in all and yes, lastly everything meet, right 

and salutary is found in him. He shows us the way to find lasting pleasure, true fulfillment and the 
blessed and flourishing life – now and eternally. He is the only way there. He himself is the source of 

this. He himself sustains it. He himself is the be all and end all , the beginning and end. Only with 
him and in him is true life and salvation to be found. Without him there’s vain darkness, loosing out 

and ultimately emptiness, death and dying. Jesus Christ, our Lord and God does not advocate any 
quick fix. He is in this with us, on the long haul together with us, that’s why he advocates the long 

view and so strongly recommends us to take his clear and truthful perspective which profits from 
victorious hindsight by the one, who has already conquered all evil, death, the grave and therefore is 

the firstborn of the new creation, yes, which profits from authoritative oversight by the one, who 
sits at the right hand of the Father and has been given all authority and power in heaven and on 

earth and perfectly knows our ins and outs, even our most hidden thoughts and that which we don’t 
even dream of or wish for. As it is his most gracious will that he shares with his dear Father that 

everyone be saved and come to the knowledge of truth (1.Tim.2,4a), he wants to lead and guide us 
in this salvific truth and not leave us ignorant or lost in death’s dark vale . This good will is not just 

for the elite or precious few, but rather for the many (oi polloi) – Jews and Gentiles, rich and poor, 
young and old – and entails his most precious gift to us: Forgiveness of sins, salvation and eternal 

bliss, joy and peace. Thereby he grants us all essential and vital treasures, ensures that nothing and 
nobody can bar us from God’s most holy presence and grants us all that we need to pass the divine 

judgment and enter the glorious heavens and safe haven of God’s people and family to be part of 
the eternal feast and celebrations, he has prepared for us. Following this line of the gospel Martin 

Luther writes in his famous Thesis 62:  “The true treasure of the Church is the Most Holy Gospel of the glory 
and the grace of God” and the Church sings accordingly with the most jubilant of melodies: “Jesus, 

priceless Treasure, Source of purest pleasure, Truest Friend to me. Ah, how long in anguish Shall my spirit languish, 
Yearning, Lord, for Thee? Thou art mine, O Lamb divine! I will suffer naught to hide Thee, Naught I ask beside 

Thee.” (Jesus meine Freude) “ 
Agreed: There are many smaller and just plain niggling dangers to our treasures like vermin: mice 

and rats, ants and termites, thieves and robbers. Who doesn’t know of somebody, who has lost a 
computer and lots of work and data due to lightning, bad virus or even a malicious hacking? Well, 

we all know how thieves and robbers can take, what we have treasured, worked hard for and kept as 
a precious belonging. Gone is gone! We should not attach our hearts to these worldly things, that 

break, that get lost and sometimes even get stolen. It’s just not worth it! When we lie in hospital we 
suddenly realize, how short and fleeting our lives our. When we stand at graves of our loved ones, 

we feel this even more. It hurts and it wakes our rebellious spirit in us: Was that all? Is that it?  



 

Jesus Christ, our Lord does not loose his patience with us although he has all reason to do so. 
Instead he heartens and cheers us up, emphasizing that the coming glory will surpass all we hoped 

for and nobody will stand ashamed, who put his trust in him here and now. He underlines that 
nobody will loose out, who follows Jesus and therefore leaves behind this or that, because its part of 

the old and past life. This final victory and triumph we can’t see just now. Our eyes are just not good 
enough to see through the veil right now. We can’t penetrate the haze as yet. Our eyesight is blocked 

to see the truly godly and heavenly things. That is why he reveals it to us in bits and pieces, in sound 
bites that we can comprehend, that we may gain confidence even now and not loose faith in stress 

and trouble, but rather continue to trust him and be most pleasantly assured, that in the end, he will 
take optimal care of us. That’s the message of his holy apostles and prophets. God will fulfill our 

destiny in the most magnificent and perfect way according to his divine creativity and absolute 
mastery of making the best of all and everything. This divine providence will carry us through and 

home. That’s certainly true. Therefore lift up your face and look forward to God’s glorious goal: It’s 
all prepared for you: most lovely, beautiful, awesome and absolutely divine. Nobody and nothing 

will keep him from getting you there! Nobody and nothing can stand in God’s way of reaching his 
goal with you. Trust him on that!  

Yet even other things are sometimes treasured highly in our lives: Youth, beauty, fitness, intelligence, 
wealth. Aging demonstrates the fleeting value of these. Illness, dementia, stock market fluctuations, 

bursting housing market bubble go a long way to prove Jeremiah’s quote of the Lord’s word right: 
This is what the LORD says: "Let not the wise man boast of his wisdom or the strong man boast of his strength or 

the rich man boast of his riches, but let him who boasts boast about this: that he understands and knows me, that I 
am the LORD, who exercises kindness, justice and righteousness on earth, for in these I delight," declares the 

LORD. (Jer 9:23-24 NIV)  
This is not new to Lutherans really since in the Church’s catechism we learn from Dr. Luther’s 

explanation of the 1st commandment: “There are some who think that they have God and everything they need 
when they have money and property; they trust in them and boast in them so stubbornly and securely that they care for 

no one else. They, too, have a god—mammon by name, that is, money and property—on which they set their whole 
heart. This is the most common idol on earth. Those who have money and property feel secure, happy, and fearless, as 

if they were sitting in the midst of paradise. On the other hand, those who have nothing doubt and despair as if they 
knew of no god at all. We will find very few who are cheerful, who do not fret and complain, if they do not have 

mammon. This desire for wealth clings and sticks to our nature all the way to the grave.  So, too, those who boast of 
great learning, wisdom, power, prestige, family, and honor and who trust in them have a god also, but not the one, true 

God. Notice again, how presumptuous, secure, and proud people are when they have such possessions, and how 
despondent they are when they lack them or when they are taken away. Therefore, I repeat, the correct interpretation of 

this commandment is that to have a god is to have something in which the heart trusts completely.  (Kolb, R., 
Wengert, T. J., & Arand, C. P. (2000). The Book of Concord : The confessions of the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church (387). Minneapolis: Fortress Press.) 
It’s really quite shocking to hear how people lose all they have and treasure in a fire, due to floods or 

other calamities. These disasters threaten not only our possessions, but also our lives and loved 
ones: Earthquakes, volcanoes and hurricanes. Affected by these calamities people like you and me 

are tempted to loose their faith in the living and gracious God just as Job’s perfidious wife 
encouraged him to do so deviously, yet ineffectually: "Are you still holding on to your integrity? Curse God 

and die!" (Job 2:9 NIV) Job did not fall for this terrible temptation, but by God’s grace kept the faith 
and did not loose hold of God’s glorious promise.  Like Lot’s wife we are threatened to fix our eyes 

on disasters that befall us and have our hearts turn to stone and hardened rock just as she turned 
into a pillar of salt watching Sodom and Gomorrah’s destruction. Seeing the terrors of hell and 

fearing the wiles of the old evil foe and the multitude of our enemies and opponents are not salvific 



in and by itself, quite the opposite is true. Magnifying evil poses a serious threat to us, because it 

tends to put the work of Christ into the shadow, to sideline his gracious gospel and to hide his 
goodness, mercy and love. We know that even the good and holy law can’t save us on its own, 

because it only serves to accuse and damn us. We must not stick with it, but rather flee away from it 
into God’s open arms in Jesus Christ, escape to his all surpassing kindness, hide under his gracious 

care and protection. The fear of evil, of our own fault and most grievous and pernicious sin 
paralyses and makes us unfit for life really. By focusing on the negative side of our being and life, we 

are under constant threat to be swallowed by the profound darkness of our very hearts and inner 
being, the dismal terror of disbelief and hellish godlessness even if it comes about in the banality of 

daily being and our ordinary way of life. Just like a mouse caught by the evil eye of a greedy reptile is 
practically dead even before the poisonous fangs inject the toxic juice into its throbbing veins. In 

view of this real threat to our faith, hope and love the Holy Spirit calls us most invitingly by the 
gospel, enlightens us most kindly through the work of Christ whereby he covers up, forgives and 

heals all our lack of faith, fear and love of God. He does so daily and most abundantly. He does this 
by impressing on us the miracles and wonders accomplished by our Lord and Savior. Jesus Christ 

has saved great sinners like Saul from death and darkness, from the tyranny of blind ignorance, over 
zealous religious fervor and hideous persecution of God’s own people and turned this greatest of 

sinners into the exemplary missionary amongst gentiles and one of the most holy Saints of the 
Church. He graciously saved people like Matthews, Zacheus, Magdalene and the robber punished on 

the cross next to his. He healed ill and paralyzed, deaf and mute, many suffering from leprosy and 
freed those possessed by evil demons and devilish spirits. He accepted and blessed little children, 

made foreigners at home, welcomed outcasts and made plain sinners part of his inner circle and 
godly family. He raised girls, boys and even stinking Lazarus from the dead.  He fed the hungry, 

cared for his mother and disciples, saved them through storms, called and gathered them around 
himself, revealed God’s blessed ways and will towards us and suffered and died for us all on the 

cross. By imprinting this holy image of Jesus Christ deep and inerasable into our very innermost 
hearts and being, marking our foreheads and breasts protectively and healingly with his dearest and 

most precious cross and fixing our eyes steadfastly on him as our living and loving Lord, the all 
conquering and freely providing Savior, he emboldens us for daily Christian living, trusting him 

above all things and expecting all good from him – now and forever. By emphasizing and 
highlighting the very wholesome and saving work of his, he thus encourages us most kindly and 

lovingly not to lose faith, but to trust faithfully in this saving truth: All this he did for you and your 
salvation +  And behold Jesus Christ is with you – now and forever.  “Hence, all thought of sadness! For 

the Lord of gladness, Jesus, enters in. Those who love the Father, Though the storms may gather, Still have peace 
within; Yea, whatever we here must bear, Still in Thee lies purest pleasure, Jesus, priceless Treasure !” Amen.  

 


